
Spanish One Information 
 
August 24, 2015 

 

Dear 6th graders and Parents of Erin 6th graders, 

 

This letter is intended to provide you with some information regarding Spanish class.  Each 

of these items will be explained in class to your child.  As with anything, there may be some 

aspects that require modification or improvements which are made along the way.  Please 

know that I will continue to have your child’s best interest in mind with all that I do. We will 

be formally starting Spanish on Monday, September 14, 2015. We will be doing some 

introductory activities and preparation for Spanish up to that point. 

 

PESOS 

Students will receive “pesos” for their participation in class.  In a foreign language class it is 

critical that students learn to communicate.  Communication is comprised of speaking, 

listening, reading and writing, with emphasis on the speaking.  As such, it is required and a 

specific learning target: “Demonstrates Spanish speaking ability.”  Realizing that this is 

sometimes difficult for students for a variety of reasons, I make a concerted effort to find 

opportunities for every student to be successful.  Students need to remember that this is new 

for everyone and they all start Spanish on equal footing, which sometimes helps ease the 

anxiety of participating.  In class, in a more immediate environment, students often earn 

pesos for an attempt with some assistance toward correctness.  Since it is truly conversation 

and speaking that I am assessing it is critical students make every effort to earn pesos in 

class.  At the end of each trimester students will receive a 1 - 4 grade for “Demonstrates 

Spanish speaking ability.” The quantity needed to earn each level will vary due to topics 

taught, but will be explained and given to the students in rubric form. It is solely the 

student’s responsibility to keep track of their pesos as they would with real 

currency!  Lost, stolen or misplaced pesos are NOT Mr. Andress’ responsibility.  

Suggestions for safe keeping will be covered in class. 

 

MOODLE 

The Moodle is a virtual classroom.  Colleges and high schools are increasingly using such a 

mode in the education process. Your child may have used the Moodle already in other classes 

on a limited capacity.  In our ever increasing world of technological advancement it is critical 

to expose them to this type of learning environment.  Students can access the Moodle 

through the school’s website.  Internet access is therefore required, as is a password.  A 

variety of activities can be engaged in through the Moodle.  It is my expectation that all 

students visit the Moodle early in each week (Weekly check) and at least one other 

time per week to practice, learn, review and facilitate their Spanish studies. 

Students can submit work, collaborate with others, safely chat with other Spanish students 

at Erin and interact with some critical thinking skills.  Most of my communication with 

students (weekly work and expectations, upcoming tests, quizzes, or projects) will 

be delivered verbally AND through the Moodle.  They may also use this as a tool to ask 

someone for assistance.  All of this will be demonstrated and explained in class.  There will 

be an increasing amount of Moodle activities as Spanish progresses.  If internet or computer 

problems exist at home please have your child communicate that with me as soon as possible 

in class.  If the problem is ongoing, students are expected to proactively deal with their 

situation (i.e. use the school computers before, after, during school, go to another person’s 

house, use the public library, etc.). When students make the effort to solve their problems 

and be responsible I am usually quite flexible and accommodating.  

SEE OTHER SIDE 



 

 

GRADING 

As you know, we use a standards based reporting philosophy.  Your child will be provided 

with a comprehensive list of the standards and specific learning targets for Spanish for each 

specific skill.  The students will also be given all corresponding rubrics, which can also be 

found on my webpage or on the Moodle. They are encouraged and often directed to consult 

these in advance of projects and assessments, and track their grades after the assessments. 

Numerical grades will be assigned to indicate the level of understanding your child has in 

each learning target that is assessed in a given trimester. Below is a more specific 

description of what the grades mean for Spanish class in 6th – 8th grade, which is the 

equivalent of Spanish One and possibly Spanish Two at any high school, including HUHS.  

 

*4 = WOW! Student knocks my socks off consistently and perhaps should be teaching the 

class!  This grade would obviously, be most desirable, as it demonstrates the level of 

understanding or performance is exceptional! While this is certainly attainable, at times 

near perfection is required. Incorporation of previous or extra content is sometimes required 

as well. Pretty, neat, creative or lots of time spent does not factor into getting a 4. 

 

*3 = Fully understands and achieves at the level desired and necessary to be successful at 

the next level of Spanish.  No consistent concerns or problems exist, yet there is still room for 

growth and improvement to reach a "4."  This is the grade most students should expect if 

everyone (teacher & student) is doing their job.  

 

*2= On the right path, getting there, “developing” really is an appropriate descriptor.  

There is no cause for concern. It simply shows that more work needs to be done (a work in 

progress).  This may actually be very appropriate and expected in Spanish One with some 

skills that are more difficult as a student progresses in the learning process.   If progress is 

seemingly too slow or lagging, student and/or parent communication will occur. 

 

*1 = Indicates concern and lack of desired progress for a solid foundation in Spanish One. 

Expected to be quite rare, more rare than a "4."   Conversation between student and teacher 

probably has taken place often and a parent, student and teacher communication may be 

necessary if multiple "1's" exist on any given grade report or are persistent. 

 

Please trust there are more specific criteria and explanations that your child will have 

explained to them often. Please contact Mr. Andress with any questions. Should you have 

any questions or concerns please contact me, I’ll be glad to assist you and your child however 

possible.  I can be reached at 262-673-3720 ext. 4148 or by e-mail andress@erinschool.org.  I 

am looking forward to developing your child’s Spanish abilities! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Andrew Andress 

Erin School Spanish Teacher   
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