Second Hand News



September 2010
Dear Parents,


We hope you had a great summer, filled with fabulous family time and lasting memories.  Our summer was excellent.  We were able to spend time with our families and prepare for a new school year.


We are very happy to have your child in class, and we are looking forward to a great school year! We are excited to meet you and your child at the Open House on Monday, August 30 from 5:30-6:30.

  
Please bring in your child’s school supplies during the Open House. We ask that you Label your child’s folders and notebooks on the upper right hand corner ahead of time with their name. They will need a: Red folder and notebook, yellow folder and notebook, green folder and notebook, blue folder, purple notebook, and two choice folders.
Second grade is a wonderful year because the children grow in knowledge, confidence, and ability.  They willingly take an active role in their own learning and we truly enjoy being part of that growth process.
The beginning of a new grade is a very exciting and confusing time for all of us. If you have any questions throughout the school year, please call or e-mail us.  Working together, we can create a strong learning environment for your child. 

We have been busy preparing for the school 
year and planning wonderful activities for your child to participate in.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.  

Mrs. Benedict can be reached at 673-3720 ext. 4121 or Benedict@erinschool.org. 

Mrs. Casper can be reached at 673-3720 ext. 4120 or Casper@erinschool.org.  



Sincerely,



Stacia Benedict



Kristin Casper

Mrs. Benedict’s 2nd Grade

Room 121

      Monday

Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday  

	8:00-8:15
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.

	8:15-8:35
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension

	8:35-8:55
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Non-fiction text together

	8:55-9:10
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics

	9:10-9:30
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out 

Session

Guided Reading

	9:30-9:45
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.

	9:45-10:00
	Recess
	Recess
	Recess
	Recess
	Recess

	10:00-10:35
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading

	10:35-11:00
	Spelling
test
	Writer’s Workshop
	Writer’s Workshop
	Writer’s Workshop
	Handwriting

	11:00-11:50
	Lunch/ Recess
	Lunch/ Recess
	Lunch/ Recess
	Lunch/ Recess
	Lunch/ Recess

	11:55-12:25
	Art
	Gym
	Library
	Gym
	Gym

	12:25-12:55
	Art
	Music
	Computer Lab
	Music
	RtI

	1:00-2:00
	Math
	Math
	Math
	Math
	Math

	2:00-2:30
	Science
	Recess
	Recess
	Science
	Recess

	
	Snack
	Snack
	Snack
	Snack
	Snack

	2:30-3:00
	Social Studies
	2:30-2:50

RtI
	2:30-2:50

RtI
	Social Studies
	Story Lords/ Study Lab

	3:00
	Pack up
	Pack up
	Pack up
	Pack up
	Pack up

	3:05
	Dismissal
	Dismissal
	Dismissal
	Dismissal
	Dismissal


Mrs. Casper 2nd Grade

Room 120
       Monday

Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday             Friday  

	8:00-8:15
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.
	Attendance

Lunch Cnt.

Morning Mtg.

	8:15-8:35
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Comprehension

	8:35-8:55
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Non-fiction text together

	8:55-9:10
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Phonics

	9:10-9:30
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out 

Session

Guided Reading

	9:30-9:45
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.
	Daily 5

Focus Lesson:

Fluency/Vocab.

	9:45-10:00
	Recess
	Recess
	Recess
	Recess
	Recess

	10:00-10:35
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading
	Break out Session

Guided Reading

	10:35-11:00
	Spelling Test
	Writer’s Workshop
	Writer’s Workshop
	Writer’s Workshop
	Handwriting

	11:00-11:50
	Lunch/ Recess
	Lunch/ Recess
	Lunch/ Recess
	Lunch/ Recess
	Lunch/ Recess

	11:55-12:25
	Gym
	Library
	Gym
	Art
	Gym

	12:25-12:55
	Music
	Computer Lab
	Music
	Art
	RtI

	1:00-2:00
	Math
	Math
	Math
	Math
	Math

	2:00-2:30
	Social Stud.
	Recess
	Recess
	Social Stud.
	Recess

	
	Snack
	Snack
	Snack
	Snack
	Snack

	2:30-3:00
	Science
	2:30-2:50

RtI
	2:30-2:50

RtI
	Science
	Story Lords/ Study Lab

	3:00
	Pack up
	Pack up
	Pack up
	Pack up
	Pack up

	3:05
	Dismissal
	Dismissal
	Dismissal
	Dismissal
	Dismissal


Frequently Asked Questions

Take Home Folder


Each student has a Take Home Folder.  This will be sent home every night.  Please check to see what is inside and return the folder the following day. Your child’s schoolwork will be in the folder as well.  Any papers that say correct or please fix should be completed and returned the next day. Some assignments are completed in groups; therefore, not all papers will be graded. 


We believe the Take Home Folder is an excellent way to keep in touch with you, as well as help your child learn responsibility.  Please send any messages you have to us through this folder as well.  We check the folder each morning.  


You may also e-mail us any questions or bus changes anytime before 1:00.  After 1:00, we are busy with the students and may not have time to check any incoming e-mails. You may call the classroom at anytime and leave a message on our voice mail.  If there is an emergency, please call Mrs. Runte at ext. 4001.
Snack

We will take time for a snack in the afternoon.  We only have 5 minutes to eat at break, so please send a healthy snacks that can be eaten fairly quickly.

School News


We e-mail a weekly letter each Friday to help keep you up to date on the upcoming week’s high frequency words (to be practiced at home), tests, and information on the curriculum goals for the week.  


All notes from the office, lunchroom, PTC etc. will be sent home through e-mail.  
Specials


Students will participate in art, gym, music and library.  The children need an art smock and a clean pair of white-soled tennis shoes.  These will be stored in the student’s lockers.

Homework- What to Expect
300 Minute Club

300 minutes is our reading incentive program.  Second graders will be expected to read a minimum number of minutes outside of the classroom each month (15 minutes each day).

We also challenge each student to not only read the minimum, but to extend them to possibly be a member of our Challenge Club.  Please see the chart below for the monthly requirements.


With the combined effort of the child, the parents, and teacher, becoming a member of the 300 Minute Club and the Challenge Club will be an attainable goal.  Here are a few guidelines so this reading homework is enjoyed by everyone and doesn’t become a painful task:
	Month
	300
	Challenge Club

	September
	300
	325

	October
	300
	335

	November
	300
	350

	December
	300
	375

	January
	300
	400

	February
	300
	425

	March
	300
	435

	April
	300
	450

	May
	300
	475


Student’s Responsibilities

1. Bring home their Take Home Folder each night where the month’s Reading Log will be taped.

2. READ! READ! READ!  Your child’s guided reading book will be sent home for your child to re read. You can read books from home or you can borrow books from our classroom.  If during the week you are unusually busy, read more on the weekend.

3. Write the number of minutes and the book title you read on your slip.  Fill in your slip right away so you don’t forget how many minutes you read.  Give your reading log to your parents so they can initial your log.

4. Each morning show the teacher the minutes you read.  If you have read 15 minutes the night before, you will receive a sticker to be placed on your sticker chart.  
5. On the last day of the month, total your minutes to make sure you made the 300 Minute Club.

6. Hand in your Reading Log on the last day of the month.

Parent Help

1. Provide a quiet place to read, without interference from the TV.

2. Set a timer if a specific amount of time seems to be a motivator for your child.

3. Help add up the minutes on the last day of the month.

4. Listen to your child read aloud and ask a few comprehension questions.  

5. Let us know about any concerns you may have.

Teacher Responsibility

1. Hand out the reading logs on the first day of each month and collect them on the last day of each month.  

2. Allow the children to share some titles of the books they are reading with others as a motivator.
3. Help child find books at their level.

4. Check their Homework Folder each morning and give them a sticker to place on their sticker chart if they have read 15 minutes or more.

5. Provide time to acknowledge student’s efforts.
Homework-What to Expect

Spelling

Erin School is starting a new spelling program, “Words Their Way”. This program, which is based on the most recent educational research, encourages children to pay closer attention to words by sorting them according to sounds and meanings. The children will be grouped at a just right level and will be challenged to build an understanding of word skills.  They will receive a new set of words each Tuesday and will be expected to do an activity 2 times a week to reinforce the spelling words and spelling principles. These activities will be modeled in class so your child can teach you how to do them.  At first, it may seem that this program is not challenging enough.  It does start out easier so that very basic skills and routines are reinforced before introducing the harder patterns.  The goal is to ensure that students become better spellers and develop skills that will sustain them in higher grades.   

Spelling homework typically takes about 10 minutes twice a week. The students will be bringing home a baggie of words, these will need to be returned the next day for class room activities.  
All sorts will be introduced at school for the first few weeks. Some examples of sorts that would be used are:

· Sort into categories: Students will sort how we did at school.  Remind them to read each word aloud during this activity.

· Write the sort: Parents call out the words in a random order and the children should write them into the assorted categories.  Call out any words your child has misspelled a second or third time.

We will send you a more detailed list of sorts as the year progresses.
Math

We ask that you use addition and subtraction flashcards, computer games, or other activities to work on math facts at home.  Due to the extent of the math curriculum, we need your help to reinforce the math facts.  We are relying on you to help your child memorize them.  Please, set aside 5-10 minutes each day to practice them.  The children need to learn the addition facts through 10 (10+10) and the subtraction facts through 20 (20-10).  He/she will have a timed test a few times each month.  We will send a letter home explaining a few ways to study math facts with your child. 


Reading, practicing math facts, and working on the spelling words each night is sufficient homework for second graders.  Occasionally, we may send home schoolwork that needs to be redone that night and sent back to school. 

Homework Summary


Your child may be spending about 30 minutes, on school nights, on homework.

15 minutes on reading

10 minutes on spelling

5-10 minutes on math


If your child seems to be struggling to complete the tasks in a reasonable amount of time or they are completing the task quite easily, please let me know so that together we may find a solution.
