Writer’s Notebook

Beginning next week you will begin a journey of writing in your “Writer’s Notebook”!  Each student is expected to personalize their own notebook or simply decorate the cover with something special.


Like many of our favorite authors, you will use your Writer’s Notebook as a tool where you will capture the sights, sounds, smells, and feelings of the world.  In your notebooks, you will think deeply about subjects that interest you.


A Writer’s Notebook is a place where a student will practice and rehearse writing.  A place the student can write down powerful and interesting words and can ask many questions.  It will be your most important and valuable tool in writing this year and hopefully this tool will carry over for your to become a life-long writer.  Writer’s Notebook is NOT, however, a personal journal.  Journals include private matters and feelings about other people.  The Writer’s Notebook is NOT a place for gossip or writing things that may hurt other people.  

It is very important that you bring this notebook to school every day and should also write in it every night, weekends, etc.  Please put it in a safe and consistent spot so you will not forget to bring it to school.  


I’m looking forward to an exciting year of writing!

Requirements:
Each student will be required to write a total of four (4) pages in their Writer’s Notebooks per week.  You are encouraged to write more than the requirement and if you do, it will be noted as part of your  “Demonstrates Initiative” Life Skills grade on the report card.   You may, on occasion, include a “Literary Gift” as a substitute for one page of writing.  A Literary Gift is a quote taken from a book or other text that has significant meaning to you.  It may be something serious or funny.  Included with your Literary Gift should be an explanation of why the quote is significant to you.  

Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Demonstrates Initiative
	Student has completed more than 4 pages of writing in their Writer’s Notebook each week
	Student has completed 4 pages of writing in their Writer’s Notebook each week 
	Student has completed 3 pages of writing in their Writer’s Notebook each week
	Student has completed 2 or less pages of writing in their Writer’s Notebook each week


